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Research and Planning at KeyCorp in Cleveland, Ohio.
Before going to Key in 1999, he was the Director of
Business Development and Research at Rubbermaid and
its toy subsidiary, Little Tikes. He is also an adjunct pro-
fessor at the University of Akron, where he teaches
courses in death and dying, applied sociology, and rock
and roll. In 2001, he was named the University of Akron,
Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences, Part-time Teacher
of the Year. His current research focuses on the role that
communities play in dealing with traumatic events, such
as disasters. Along with AnneMarie Scarisbrick-Hauser,
he is currently preparing a handbook that communities
can use in responding to disasters and their aftereffects.
He earned a Ph.D. in sociology from the University of
Akron in 1979 and has taught at Washington University in
St. Louis and at West Virginia University.

Bert Hayslip, Jr., Ph.D., is Regents Professor of
Psychology at the University of North Texas. He is a
Fellow of the American Psychological Association, the
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Gerontological Society of America, and the Association
for Gerontology in Higher Education and has held research
grants from the National Institute on Aging, the Hilgenfeld
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. He is currently associate editor of Experi-
mental Aging Research and editor of the International
Journal of Aging and Human Development. His published
research deals with cognitive processes in aging, inter-
ventions to enhance cognitive functioning in later life,
personality-ability interrelationships in aged persons,
grandparents who raise their grandchildren, grief and
bereavement, hospice care, death anxiety, and mental health
and aging. He is coauthor of Hospice Care (Sage, 1992):
Psychology and Aging: An Annotated Bibliography (1995);
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Theoretical,
Empirical, and Clinical Perspectives (2000); Adult
Development and Aging, (3rd ed., 2002); Working With
Custodial Grandparents (2002); and Historical Shifts in
Attitudes Toward Death, Dying, and Bereavement (in
press). He received his doctorate in experimental develop-
mental psychology from the University of Akron in 1975.

Keith P. Jacobi, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of Physical
Anthropology at the University of Alabama and Curator of
Human Osteology at the Alabama Museum of Natural
History at the University of Alabama. His work on human
skeletal remains spans over 25 years. His academic interests
include skeletal biology, paleopathology, forensic anthro-
pology, dental anthropology, medical anthropology, history
of disease and medicine, and dermatoglyphics. He has been
a forensic consultant for the Alabama Department of
Forensic Sciences since 1996 and on contract with the
department since 2000. His research work currently involves
archaic and Mississippian period warfare among Native
Americans in northern Alabama, dental morphology, and
dental metrics at the prehistoric site of Moundville, health in
Alabama as seen through skeletal remains from early 19th-
century cemeteries, and the health of the historic Chickasaw.
He has published articles on the health of Barbadian slaves
at Newton Plantation and the historic Maya from Tipu,
Belize. His book Last Rites of the Tipu Maya (2000) is on
the dental genetics of the historic Tipu Maya as well as pre-
historic Maya. He was the recipient of the Indiana
University Medical Sciences Teaching Award. He earned a
Ph.D. in anthropology from Indiana University in 1996.

Kelly A. Joyce, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in the
Department of Sociology at the College of William and
Mary. Her current research examines perceptions of med-
ical imaging technologies in the United States, investigat-
ing why these techniques occupy a privileged space in
contemporary medical practice. She publishes primarily in
the fields of medical sociology and science and technology
studies. She earned a Ph.D. in sociology from Boston
College.

Jack Kamerman, Ph.D., is Professor of Sociology at
Kean University in Union, New Jersey. He is the author of
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Death in the Midst of Life: Social and Cultural Influences
on Death, Grief, and Mourning (currently being revised),
coeditor of Performers and Performances: The Social
Organization of Artistic Work, and editor of Negotiating
Responsibility in the Criminal Justice System. He has
served as a consultant on suicide and occupational stress
for New York City’s Emergency Medical Services and was
a member of a committee on suicide prevention at the
New York City Police Department. He is currently work-
ing on a comparative study of the New York and Vienna
Philharmonics during the directorship of Gustav Mahler.
He received a Ph.D. in sociology from New York
University.

Robert Kastenbaum, Ph.D., is a psychologist with a cross-
disciplinary approach who has been active as a clinician,
researcher, program developer, and educator with particu-
lar attention to gerontology, thanatology, and creativity,
and Professor Emeritus at Arizona State University. He
directed the first major study of the terminal phase of life
in a geriatric hospital where he also introduced wine, beer,
and relationship therapy programs that inspired other pro-
grams across the nation. A past President of the American
Association of Suicidology, he served for many years as
editor of Omega: Journal of Death and Dying, and
International Journal of Death and Dying. His books
include The Psychology of Death; Death, Society, &
Human Experience; Defining Acts: Aging as Drama;
Dorian, Graying: Is Youth the Only Thing Worth Having?
and the forthcoming On Our Way: The Final Passage
Through Life and Death. He and his wife Beatrice edited
the first modern Encyclopedia of Death (1989/1993), and
he served as editor of the new Macmillan Encyclopedia of
Death and Dying (2002). His interest in music has been
expressed in libretti and lyrics for the operas Dorian,
Closing Time, and American Gothic and the musicals
Outlaw Heart, and Parlor Game.

Michael C. Kearl, Ph.D., is Professor and Chair of the
Department of Sociology & Anthropology at Trinity
University in San Antonio, Texas. He publishes and
teaches in the areas of social gerontology, thanatology,
social psychology, family, the sociology of knowledge,
and the sociology of time. His works feature titles such as
Endings: A Sociology of Death and Dying, “You Never
Have to Die! On Mormons, NDEs, Cryonics and the
American Immortalist Ethos” (in The Unknown Country:
Experiences of Death in Australia, Britain and the USA,
edited by Charmaz, Howarth, and Kellehear), and
“Political Uses of the Dead as Symbols in Contemporary
Civil Religions” (in Social Forces). An early explorer of
the pedagogical potential of the Internet, he is perhaps best
known for his Web site “A Sociological Tour Through
Cyberspace.” He holds a Ph.D. in sociology from Stanford
University.

Thomas A. Kolditz, Ph.D., is Professor and Head of the
Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership at the
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U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York. An Army
officer with more than 20 years of active service, his
research and teaching activities span applied social psy-
chology, personality, mentoring dynamics, and leadership
development. He has published across a diverse array of
academic and military journals, including Military Review,
the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Field
Artillery Professional Journal, the Journal of Personality,
and Perception and Psychophysics. He holds a master’s
degree and Ph.D. degree in social psychology from the
University of Missouri. He has also received a master of
military arts and science degree from the School of
Advanced Military Studies at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
and a master’s in strategic studies from the Army War
College at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.

Pamela J. Kovacs, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Social
Work at Virginia Commonwealth University where she
teaches social work practice and research in the under-
graduate, master’s, and doctoral programs. She worked as
a clinical social worker for 15 years in a variety of settings,
including hospice, oncology, prenatal, and other health
care positions, as well as community mental health, private
practice, and a college counseling center. She joined the
faculty at Virginia Commonwealth in 1996. Her scholar-
ship and service have focused on chronic illness and
end-of-life care, in particular, the hospice response to
HIV/AIDS, hospice volunteers, the patient, family, and
professional caregiver experience of living with chronic
and terminal illness, as well as how best to prepare social
workers to assist persons with these life challenges.
Between 1997 and 2001, she served as an evaluation men-
tor for the Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care
grantees, programs funded by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation. She is a consulting editor for Health and
Social Work. She earns an M.S.W. from Boston College
and a Ph.D. in social welfare from Florida International
University.

Peter Lacovara, Ph.D., is Curator of Ancient Egyptian,
Nubian, and Near Eastern Art at the Michael C. Carlos
Museum of Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.
Previously, he was Assistant Curator in the Department of
Ancient Egyptian, Nubian, and Near Eastern Art in the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. He has excavated exten-
sively in Egypt and has written on the mortuary archaeol-
ogy of ancient Egypt and organized a number of
exhibitions and symposia around that theme. He received
his Ph.D. in Egyptian archaeology from the University of
Chicago.

Vicki L. Lamb, Ph.D., is a Research Scientist at the
Center for Demographic Studies, Duke University.
Her former appointments were at Johnson C. Smith
University and the University of South Carolina. She has
numerous publications on measures of health and disabil-
ity, particularly of older adults. The National Institute on
Aging/National Institute of Health has funded her most
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recent research project on “Foods Programs and
Nutritional Support of the Elderly.” She is an associate edi-
tor of Population Research and Policy Review (Southern
Demographic Association) and a member of the Scientific
Review Board for Demographic Research (Max Planck
Institute for Demographic Research). She received her
Ph.D. in sociology from Duke University in 1992, with
concentrations in demography of aging and life course
studies.

David Lester, Ph.D., is Professor of Psychology at the
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. He is a former
President of the International Association for Suicide
Prevention and has written 2,000 scholarly articles and
notes, mostly on thanatology, with a special focus on sui-
cide. His latest books are Fixin’ to Die: A Compassionate
Guide to Committing Suicide or Staying Alive and Katie's
Diary: Unlocking the Mystery of the Suicidal Mind. He has
doctorates in psychology (Brandeis University) and social
and political science (Cambridge University, UK).

Eric Lichten, Ph.D., is Professor of Sociology and chairs
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Long
Island University, C.W. Post Campus, where he has taught
since 1981. He is a recipient of Long Island University’s
Trustee Award for Scholarly Achievement for his book
Class, Power & Austerity: The New York City Fiscal Crisis
(1986) and has published numerous articles in professional
journals and publications. He has also received Long
Island University’s David Newton Award for Teaching
Excellence and an “award of excellence” for “his out-
standing contribution to the training of pediatric residents
and health care providers” from the Child Development
Center at North Shore University Hospital (Long Island,
New York) and Project D.O.C.C. (Delivery of Chronic
Care). His current research concerns the social problems
associated with children’s chronic and terminal illnesses.

J. Robert Lilly, Ph.D., is Regents Professor of
Sociology/Criminology and Adjunct Professor of Law at
Northern Kentucky University. His research interests
include the patterns of capital crimes committed by U.S.
soldiers during World War II, the “commercial corrections
complex,” juvenile delinquency, house arrest and elec-
tronic monitoring, criminal justice in the People’s
Republic of China, sociology of law, and criminological
theory. He has published in a number of journals, includ-
ing Criminology, Crime & Delinquency, Journal of Drug
Issues, Social Problems, Qualitative Sociology, and the
British Journal of Criminology. He is coauthor (with
Richard A. Ball and C. Ronald Huff) of House Arrest and
Correctional Policy: Doing Time at Home (Sage, 1988)
and coauthor (with Francis T. Cullent and Richard A. Ball)
of Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences (3rd
ed; Sage, 2002). In 2003, he published La Face cachée des
GI’s: Les viols commis par des soldats américains en
France, en Angleterre et en Allemagne pendant la Seconde
Guerre mondiale [The Hidden Face of the GI's: The Rapes
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Committed by the American Soldiers in France, England
and Germany During the Second World War]. In 1988, he
was a visiting professor in the School of Law at
DeMonfort University, Leister, England, and a visiting
scholar at All Soul’s College, Oxford University. Since
1992, he has been a visiting professor at the University of
Durham, England. He received in Ph.D. in sociology from
the University of Tennessee in 1975.

Janice Harris Lord, M.S.S.W., is a consultant for a number
of crime victim organizations and serves as a media repre-
sentative for victims. She is certified in thanatology (CT)
by the Association of Death Education and Counseling and
is a member of the International Association of Traumatic
Stress Studies and the American Association of Pastoral
Counselors. She has worked in the crime victims’ move-
ment since 1976 and was National Director of Victim
Services for Mothers Against Drunk Driving for 14 years.
She has written two books for the popular market—~No
Time for Goodbyes: Coping With Sorrow, Anger, and
Injustice After a Tragic Death and Beyond Sympathy: How
to Help Another Through Injury, Illness, or Loss—and has
published many journal articles, curricula pieces, brochures,
booklets, research reports, and other works. She served as
editor of MADDVOCATE, a magazine for victims and their
advocates, for 11 years and is a founding Advisory Board
member of the National Institute of Victim Studies at Sam
Houston State University. In 1994, she received the U.S.
Presidential Award for Outstanding Service on Behalf of
Victims of Crime from President Bill Clinton and U.S.
Attorney General, Janet Reno. She received her M.S.S.W.
degree from University of Texas at Arlington and is a
licensed social worker and professional counselor.

Vicky M. MacLean, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of
Sociology at Middle Tennessee State University where she
teaches courses in social theory, qualitative research
methods, community studies, and race/class/gender. She
is currently researching the impact of innovative educa-
tional interventions on the development of health resiliency
among adolescent African American, Latina, and Anglo
females. Additional interests include neighborhood devel-
opment and diversity issues, health care access, and the
development of American sociology. She has taught sociol-
ogy at Wake Forest University, Mary Washington College,
and for the graduate federation of the North Texas
University system. She has worked as an applied socio-
logist for the Federal Women’s Program of the National
Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences, the U.S.
General Accounting Office, and the Texas Woman’s
University Institute for Women’s Health. She has published
on compensation, careers in science, and gender. She
received her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in sociology from
Duke University.

Stephanie Picolo Manzi, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of
Criminal Justice in the School of Justice Studies at Roger
Williams University. Her current research interests
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include policing and theories of crime causation. She has
written several articles on women in policing and is serv-
ing as the research analyst for Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods, a federally funded project designed to reduce gun
violence. She is also an associate editor for Criminal
Justice Policy Review. She received her M.A. and Ph.D. in
criminology from the University of Maryland, College
Park.

Alan H. Marks, Ph.D., is Professor and past Chair of the
Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Gerontology
at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. He is
cofounder and has served as Vice Chairman of the
Arkansas Youth Suicide Prevention Commission since
1985. He also served as a scientific adviser to the National
Lieutenant Governor’s Association from 1985 to 1988,
helping to create and participating in a video and educa-
tional materials distributed nationally. He created a high
school curriculum on youth suicide prevention that has
been used in Arkansas. In 1990, he won the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock’s Excellence Award in Public
Service for his work in Youth Suicide Prevention and with
the elderly. He received national news coverage when he
assisted the police in Shreveport, Louisiana, in preventing
a suicide by talking a man off a bridge, an event that
occurred when he and the Lt. Governor of Arkansas were
in Shreveport doing a radio show on suicide prevention. He
and a former student, who was elected to the Arkansas
Legislature, were responsible for the enactment of the
Intergenerational Security Act of 1995.

John L. McIntosh, Ph.D., is Chair of and Professor in the
Department of Psychology at Indiana University South
Bend. He is the author, coauthor, or coeditor of six published
books on suicide, including Suicide and Its Aftermath:
Understanding and Counseling the Survivors (1987) and
Elder Suicide: Research, Theory and Treatment (1994). He
has contributed chapters to many books and articles to
numerous professional journals and has made over 100 pre-
sentations at professional conferences. He also serves on the
editorial boards of Suicide & Life-Threatening Behavior,
Gerontology and Geriatrics Education, and Crisis: The
Journal of Crisis Intervention and Suicide Prevention. He is
also on the National Advisory Board of the Yellow Ribbon
Suicide Prevention Program and is a past President of the
American Association of Suicidology (AAS). He was the
1990 recipient of the AAS’s prestigious Edwin Shneidman
Award (awarded to a person below the age of 40 for schol-
arly contributions in research to the field of suicidology) and
the 1999 recipient of AAS’s Roger Tierney Award for
Service. He has also been recognized by his university with
awards for teaching, service, and research. His work has
been reported in newspapers and magazines across the
country. He received his doctorate degree from the
University of Notre Dame.

Jerry T. McKnight, M.D., is Professor in the Department
of Family Medicine at the University of Alabama School
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of Medicine-Tuscaloosa. His primary interest is training
physicians for service to underserved populations. After
completing his National Health Service Scholarship
obligation in Tennessee, he returned to the University of
Alabama-Tuscaloosa Family Practice Residency where he
has spent 12 years in the training of family medicine resi-
dents in minimizing medical errors. He has been published
in 18 different professional journals, manuals, and books.
He received his M.D. from the University of Tennessee
College of Medicine—Memphis and completed his resi-
dency at the University of Alabama—Tuscaloosa Family
Practice Residency.

Stephen J. McNamee, Ph.D., is Professor of Sociology at
the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. He has
served as Chair of the Department of Sociology
and Criminal Justice at UNC Wilmington and is the recip-
ient of the UNC Wilmington Distinguished Teaching
Award and the UNC Board of Governors Award for
Teaching Excellence. His research interests include strati-
fication, theory, and organizations. He coedited Wealth and
Inheritance in America with Robert K. Miller, Jr., and they
are completing another book, The Meritocracy Myth. He
received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in sociology from the
University of Illinois at Urbana—Champaign.

Robert K. Miller, Jr., Ph.D., is Professor of Sociology at the
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, where he serves
as Assistant Chair of the Department of Sociology and
Criminal Justice. His research interests include stratification
and racial and ethnic group relations. He coedited Wealth and
Inheritance in America with Stephen J. McNamee, and they
are completing another book, The Meritocracy Myth. He
received his M.A. and Ph.D. in sociology from Temple
University.

Calvin Conzelus Moore, J.D., Ph.D., is Visiting Assistant
Professor of Sociology and Anthropology at Bowdoin
College. Prior to pursuing his Ph.D., he practiced criminal
defense law in the District of Columbia. His current
research focuses on determining structural correlates of
violent crime. He earned his law degree from Harvard Law
School and his Ph.D. from Boston College.

James L. Moore III, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in
Counselor Education in the School of Physical Activity
and Educational Services at Ohio State University. His
research agenda is centered on black male issues, acade-
mic persistence and achievement, cross-cultural counsel-
ing issues in schools, counseling student athletes, and
using innovative technological approaches in counselor
education. He is currently working to use his research and
scholarship to shape state and national public policy as it
relates to preparing highly competent school counselors,
improving the overall quality of school counseling, devel-
oping interventions and programs for improving the acad-
emic persistence and achievement of African American
students and other people of color in public schools and
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higher education, and advancing the mission of the
academy in the areas of teaching, service, and scholarship/
research.

Robin D. Moremen, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of
Sociology at Northern Illinois University. She is also a
Faculty Associate in Gerontology and Women’s Studies
and has received numerous awards for excellence in under-
graduate teaching. Her research interests include health
and aging, complex organizations, HIV/AIDS, death and
dying, women’s health issues, and social inequality. She
has published on Medicare admissions to nursing homes,
the effects of third-party payers on clinical decision mak-
ing, long-term care and AIDS, multicultural curriculum
transformation, gender discrimination after death, and
women’s friendships and health. She is past Teaching
Chair of the Medical Sociology Section of the American
Sociological Association. Currently, she is a member of
the Provost’s Task Force on Multicultural Curriculum
Transformation (Northern Illinois University), Under-
graduate Director in the Department of Sociology
(Northern Illinois University), and a nationally certified
hospice volunteer. She received an M.A. degree in physical
therapy from Stanford University, and M.A and Ph.D.
degrees in sociology from Yale University.

John D. Morgan, Ph.D., a pioneer in the death awareness
movement, brings to the podium a wide range of topics in
the field of death and bereavement drawn from his work
as educator, author, lecturer, and program organizer. He is
presently the Program Manager of the London Ontario
Grief Resource Centre, and Coordinating Secretary of
Bereavement Ontario Network. In 1997, he received an
award from the Association for Death Education and
Counseling for his work in death education. He has spo-
ken extensively throughout the world, has edited 18
books, and is series editor for the Death, Value, and
Meaning Series, which now has over 50 volumes. His
most recent project (with Dr. Pittu Laungani) is Death and
Bereavement Around the World (five volumes). He holds a
Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of Southern
California.

Harold Mytum, Ph.D., is Reader in the Department
of Archaeology at the University of York and for
5 years was head of the department. A major research
interest is that of mortuary archaeology, with particular
emphasis on historic burials and monuments. He has car-
ried out and published fieldwork on graveyard memorials
from England, Wales, Ireland, and Gibraltar. Present
graveyard research is concentrated in Ireland and Wales
through his Castell Henllys Field School, which is open to
international students. He has also developed the method-
ology of graveyard recording and published Recording and
Analysing Graveyards in 2000. He serves as archaeologist
on the York Diocesan Advisory Committee responsible
for the care of over 600 churches and churchyards in the
diocese.
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Robert A. Neimeyer, Ph.D., holds a Dunavant University
Professorship in the Department of Psychology, University
of Memphis, where he also maintains an active clinical
practice. Since completing his doctoral training at the
University of Nebraska in 1982, he has conducted exten-
sive research on the topics of death, grief, loss, and suicide
intervention. Neimeyer has published 18 books, including
Meaning Reconstruction and the Experience of Loss;
Lessons of Loss: A Guide to Coping; and Dying: Facing
the Facts. The author of over 200 articles and book
chapters, he is currently working to advance a more ade-
quate theory of grieving as a meaning-making process.
Neimeyer is the editor of the respected international jour-
nal Death Studies and has served as President of the
Association for Death Education and Counseling
(1996-1997). In recognition of his scholarly contributions,
he has been granted the Distinguished Research Award
(1990), the Distinguished Teaching Award (1999), and the
Eminent Faculty Award (2002) by the University of
Memphis, elected Chair of the International Work Group
on Death, Dying, and Bereavement (1993), designated
Psychologist of the Year by the Tennessee Psychological
Association (1996), made a Fellow of the Clinical
Psychology Division of the American Psychological
Association (1997), and been given the Research
Recognition Award by the Association for Death Education
and Counseling (1999).

Pat Norton, Ed.D., is Program Director for the
Introduction to Clinical Medicine course at the University
of Alabama School of Medicine in Birmingham, Alabama
(UASOM). After completing a master’s degree in library
science, her position was the Medical Education
Coordinator within the Department of Family Medicine in
the University of Alabama School of Medicine—Tuscaloosa
Program. In addition to curriculum development and grant
writing with the Family Medicine Department, she was
placed in charge of the Standardized Patient program and
assisted in clinical skills assessment activities. In her cur-
rent position, she continues to participate in curriculum
development as well as serving as the Director of the
UASOM Standardized Patient program, providing patients
for teaching, assessment, and research activities within the
School of Medicine.

Paul David Nygard, Ph.D., is Associate Professor and
Chair of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Department at
St. Louis Community College—Florissant Valley Campus.
His writings have appeared in several publications, includ-
ing the Illinois Historical Journal and The Encyclopedia of
New England Culture. He is President of the St. Louis Area
Historical Association and a 2002 recipient of an Emerson
Excellence in Teaching Award. He received an M.A. in
history from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and
a Ph.D. from St. Louis University.

Ann M. Palkovich, Ph.D., is Krasnow Associate
Professor at the Krasnow Institute of George Mason
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University. She is a biological anthropologist interested in
the evolution of hominid cognition, prehistoric population
dynamics, and the cultural dynamics of cemeteries. She
holds an M.A. and Ph.D. from Northwestern University.

Brian Parsons, Ph.D., has worked in the funeral industry
in London since 1982. His doctoral research focused on
the impact of change during the 20th century on the funeral
industry. He has contributed to The Manual of Funeral
Directing, to numerous industry periodicals, and to the
journal Mortality. He is the author of The London Way of
Death (2000) and is active in funeral service education. He
received his Ph.D. from the University of Westminster
(London).

Carolyn Pevey, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor of Sociology
at Auburn University—-Montgomery. Her research and
teaching interests include medical sociology, thanatology,
gender, and religion. Currently, she is using a new faculty
grant in aid to explore premenstrual syndrome among
health care workers. An edited and greatly improved ver-
sion of her master’s thesis “Male God Imagery and Female
Submission: Lessons From a Southern Baptist Ladies’
Bible Class” was published with Christine Williams and
Christopher Ellison in Qualitative Sociology. She received
an ML.A. from the University of Texas at Austin in 1993
and a Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin in 2001.

Anantanand Rambachan, Ph.D., is Professor or
Religion, Philosophy and Asian Studies at St. Olaf
College in Northfield, Minnesota. He is the author
of several books, book chapters, and numerous articles
and reviews in scholarly journals. Among these are
Accomplishing the Accomplished: The Vedas as a
Source of Valid Knowledge in Shankara and The Limits
of Scripture: Vivekananda’s Reinterpretation of the
Authority of the Vedas, The Hindu Vision, Gitamrtam, and
Similes of the Bhagavadgita. He has been very active in
the dialogue programs of the World Council of Churches
and was Hindu guest and participant in the last three
General Assemblies of the World Council of Churches in
Vancouver, Canada; Canberra, Australia; and Harare,
Zimbabwe. He is a regular participant in the meetings of
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue at the
Vatican. He is an associate editor for the Encyclopedia of
Hinduism, a project that is working to produce the first,
comprehensive, multivolume series treating the Hindu tra-
dition. He is also a member of Consultation on Population
and Ethics, a nongovernmental organization affiliated
with the United Nations.

Jon K. Reid, Ph.D., is Professor and Chair of the
Department of Behavioral Sciences at Southeastern
Oklahoma State University in Durant, Oklahoma. He is a
member of the 2002-2003 Outstanding Professor’s
Academy for Oklahoma Colleges and Universities and
holds Texas licenses as a professional counselor, a mar-
riage and family therapist, and a Certificate in Thanatology
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from the Association for Death Education and Counseling.
He is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister. Previous
professional experiences include serving as a minister of
single adults and as an outpatient therapist. He has led
grief support groups in public schools, churches, and hos-
pitals and is the bereavement consultant for Camp Fire for
Boys and Girls in his community. He has been published
in Death Studies; Illness, Crises, and Loss;, School
Psychology International; and the Journal of Personal and
Interpersonal Loss. He completed a doctorate in family
studies at Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas, and
a master’s degree in religious education at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

Catherine H. Reilly, M.A., is Assistant Professor
and Reference Librarian at St. Louis Community
College—Florissant Valley campus. She has presented on
the subject of death in America at several professional
gatherings throughout the United States and is also a
founding member of the St. Louis Chapter of the Jane
Austen Society of North America. She received a B.A. in
history from the University of Missouri—St. Louis and
an M.A. in library science from the University of
Missouri—Columbia and is in the American Culture Studies
program at Washington University in St. Louis.

Russell B. Riddle, M.S., is a doctoral student in counseling
psychology at the University of North Texas. His interests
focus on determinants of adjustment to the funeral as a
ritual. He currently serves as research director for the
psychology unit at Scottish Rite Children’s Hospital in
Dallas, Texas.

Tillman Rodabough, Ph.D., is Professor and Graduate
Program Director in the Department of Sociology at
Baylor University. He is also the Research Director for the
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